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HE hoftility per- 
etually exercifed 
tween one man 
i & another is caufed 
by the defire of 
» many forthat which 
e ~@ only few can pof- 
fefs. Every man would be rich, 
powerful, and famous; yet fame, 
power, and riches, are only the 
names of relative conditions, which 
imply the obfcurity, dependence, 
and poverty of greater numbers. 

This univerfal and inceffant com- 

etition, produces injury and malice 

y two motives, intereft and envy ; 
the profpec& of adding to our poffef- 
fions what we can take from others, 
and the hope of alleviating the 
fenfe of our difparity by lefiening 
others, though we gain nothing to 
ourfelves. 

Of thefe two malignant and de- 
ftructive powers, it ons probable 
at the firft view, that intereft has 
the ftrongeft and moft extenfive in- 
fluence. It is eafy to conceive that 
opportunities to feize what has been 
long wanted, may excite defires al- 
moit irrefiflible; but furely, the 
fame eagernefs cannot be kindled 
by an accidental power of deftroy- 
ing that which gives happinefs to 
another. It muift be more natural 
to rob for gain, than to ravage only 
for mifchief. 

Yet there is reafon to think, that 
the great law of mutual bene- 
volence is oftener violated by envy 
than by intereit, and that moft of 
the mifery which the defamation of 
blamelefs actions, or the obftruction 
of honett endeavours. brings upon 
the world, is inflited by men that 





proper no advantage to themfelves 
ut the fatisfaction of poifoning 
the banquet which they cannot 
tafte, and blafting the harveft which 
they have no right to reap. 

Intereft can diffufe itfelf but toa 
narrow compafs. The number is 
never large of thofe who can hope 
to fill the pofts of degraded power, 
catch the fragments of fhattered 
fortune, or fucceed to the hanours 
of depreciated beauty. But the 
empire of envy has no limits, as it 
requires to its influence very little 
help from external circumftances. 
Envy may always be produced by 
idlenefs and pride, and in what 
place will not they be found ? 

Intereft requires fome qualities 
not univerfally beftowed. The ruin 
of another will produce no profit to 
him, who has not difcernment to 


mark his advantage, courage to. 


feize, and activity to purfue it; 
but the cold malignity of envy may 
be exerted in a torpid and quiefcent 
ftate, amidft the gloom of ftupidity, 
in the coverts of cowardice. He 
that falls by the attacks of intereft, 

is torn by hungry tygers; he ma 
difcover and refift his enemies. He 
that perifhes in the ambufhes of 
envy, is deftroyed by unknown and 
invifible affailants, and dies like 
him who is fuffocated by a poifon- 
Ous vapour, without knowledge of 
his danger, or pofibility of conteft. 
Intereft is feldom purfued but at 
fome hazard. He that hopes to 
gain much, has commonly fome- 
thing to lofe; and when he ven- 
tures to attack fuperiority, if he 
fails to conquer, is irrecoverably 
crufhed. But envy may act with- 
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out expence, or danger. ‘To {pread 
fufpicion, to invent calumnies, to 
propagate fcandal, requires neither 
Jabour nor courage. It is eafy for 
the author of a lye, however ma- 
lignant, to efcape detection, and 
infamy needs very little induftry to 
affift its circulation. 

Envy is almoft the only vice 
which is pratticable at all times, 
and in every place, the only paf- 
fion which can never lie quiet for 
want of irritation ; its effects there- 
fore are every where difcoverable, 
and its attempts always to he 
dreaded. © 

It is impoffible to mention a name 
which any advantageous diftinc- 
tion has made eminent, but fome 
Jatent animofity will burft out. ‘The 
wealthy trader, however he may 
abftract himfelf from public affairs, 
will never want thofe who hint 
with Shylock, that thips are but 
boards, and that no nian can pro- 
perly be termed rich, whofe fortune 
is at the mercy of the winds. The 
beauty, adorned only with the un- 
ambitious graces of innocence and 
modeity, provokes, whenever fhe 
appears, a thoufand murmurs of 
detracticn, and whifpers of fufpi- 
cion. The genius, even when he 
endeavours only to entertain with 
‘pleafing images of nature, or in- 
ftru&t by uncontefted principles of 
{cience, yet fuffers periecution from 
innumerable criticks, whofe acri- 
mony is excited merely by the pain 
of feeing others pleafed, and of 
hearing applaufes which another 
enjoys. 

The frequency of envy makes it 
fo familiar, that it efcapes our no- 
tice; nor do we often refiect upon 
its turpitude or mailignity, till we 
happen to feel its influence. When 
he that has given no provocation 
to malice, but by attempting to ex- 
cel in fome ufeful art, finds him- 
felf purfued by multitudes whom 
he never faw with all the implaca- 
bility of perfonal refentment ; when 
he perceives clamour and malice 
let loofe upon him as a public ene- 
my, and incited by every ftratagem 
of defamation ; when he hears the 
misfortunes of his family, or the 
fellies of his youth expofed to the 


The Influence of Envy and Interef compared. 
world ; and every failure of con- 


duct, or defect of nature, agegra- 
vated and ridiculed ; he then learns 
to abhor thofe artifices, at which 
he only laughed before, and difco- 
vers how much the happinefs of 
life would be advanced by the era- 
dication of envy from the human 
heart. 

Envy is, indeed, a ftubborn weed 
of the mind, and feldom yields to 
the culture of philofophy. There 
are, however, confiderations, which 
if carefully implanted and dili- 
gently propagated, might in time 
overpower and reprefs it, fince no 
one can nurfe it for the fake of 
pleafure, as its effects are only 
fhame, anguifh, and perturbation. 

It is above all other vices incon- 
fiftent with the character of a focial 
being, becaufe it facrifices truth and 
kindnefs to very weak temptations. 
He that plunders a wealthy neigh- 
bour, gains as much as he takes 
away, and improves his own condi- 
tion in the fame proportion as he 
impairs another’s; bat he that 
blafts a flourifhing reputation, muft 
be content with a {mall dividend of 
additional fame, fofmall as can af- 
ford very little confolation to ba- 
lance the guilt by which it is ob- 
tained. 

It is, indeed, a dangerous and 
empirical morality, which cures 
one vice by means of another. But 
envy is fo bafe and deteftable, fo 
vile in its original, and fo pernici- 
ous in its effects, that the predomi- 
nance of almoit any other quality 
is to be defired. It is one of thofle 
lawlefs enemies of fociety, againft 
which poifoned arrows may ho- 
neftly be ufed. Let it, therefore, 
be conftantly remembered, that 
whoever envies another, confefles . 
his fuperiority ; and let thofe be re- 
formed by their pride, who have 
lof their virtue. 

It is no flight aggravation of the 
injuries which envy incites, that 
they are committed againit thofe 
who have given no intentional pro- 
vocation ; and that the fufferer is 
marked out for ruin, not becaufe he 
has failed in any duty, but be- 
caufe he has dared to de more than 


Was required. 
Almatt 





Almoft every other crime is prac- 
tifed by the help of fome quality 
which might have produced efteem 
or love, if it had been well em- 
ployed ; but envy is mere unmixed 
and genuine evil; it purfues a 
hateful end by defpicable means, 
and defires not fo much its own 
happinefs as another’s mifery. To 
avoid depravity like this, it is not 
necefiary that any one fhould af- 
pire to heroifm or fanétity ; but 
only, that he fhould refolve not to 
quit the rank which nature affigns 

im, and with to maintain the dig- 
nity of a human being. 


A Dialogue between Mercury,---An 
Englith Duellift,------4 North- 
American Savage. 


The Duellif. 

MERCURY, Charon’s boat is 

on the other fide of the water. 
Allow me, before it returns, to 
have fome converfation with the 
North- American Savage, whom 
you brought hither at the fame time 
as you conducted me to the fhades. 
I never faw one of that {pecies be- 
fore, and am curious to know what 
the animal is. He looks very grim. 
---Pray, Sir, what is your name ? 
J underftand you fpeak Englith. 


avage. 
Yes, I learnt it in my childhood, 
having been bred for fome years in 
the town of New-York. But, be- 
fore 1 was a man, I returned to my 
countrymen, the valiant Mohawks; 
and being cheated by one of your’s 
in the fale of fomerum, I never 
cared to have any thing to do with 
them afterwards. Yet I took up 
the hatchet for them with the rett 
of my tribe in the war. agzainit 
France, and was killed while I was 
out upon a fcalping party. ButI 
died very well fatisfed; for my 
friends were victorious, and before 
I was fhot I had fcalped feven men 
and five women and children. In 
a former war | had done ftill greater 
exploits. My name is the bloody 
Bear: It was given me to exprefs 
my fiercenels and valour. 
Duell:f. 
Bloody Bear, 1 refpe& you, and 
am much your humble fervaat. 
My name is Tom Pufhwell, very 
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well known at Arthur’s. I ama 
gentleman by my birth, and by pro- 
fefion a gameiter and man of ho- 
nour. I have killed men in fair 
fighting, in honourable fingle com- 
bat, but don’t underftand cutting 
the throats of women and children. 
Savage. ' 

Sir, that is our way of making 
war. Every nation has its own 
cuftoms. But by the grimnefs of 
your countenance, and that hole in 
your breaft, I prefume you were 
killed, as I was myfelf, in fome 
fcalping party. How happened it 
that your enemy did not take off 
your icalp? 

Duellift. 

Sir, I was killed in aduel. A 
friend of mine had lent me fome 
money. After two or three years, 
being in great want himfelf, he 
afked metopayhim. I thought his 
demand an affront to my honour, 
and fent him a challenge. Wemet 
in Hyde Park. The fellow could 
not fence: I was the adroiteft 
{fwordfman in England. [! gave 
him three or four wounds; but a 
laft he ran upon me with fuch im 
petuofity, that he put me out of my 
play, and I could not prevent him 
from whipping me through the 
lungs. I died the next day, as-a 
man of honour fhould, without 
any {nivelling figns of repentance ; 


and he will follow me foon, for his 


furgeon has declared his wounds to 
be mortal. It is faid, that his wife 
is dead of her fright, and that his 
family of feven children will be 
undone by hisdeath. Sol am well 
revenged, and that is a comfort. 
For my part, I had no wife.----- I 
always hated marriage : My whore 
will take good care of herielf, and 
my children are provided for at the 
Foundling Hofpital. 
Savage. 

Mercury, I wen’t go in a boat 
with that fellow. ~ He has mur- 
dered his countryman: He has 
murdered his friend: I fay, Lwon’t 
go in a boat with that fellow. I 
will fwim over the river: I can 
fwim like a duck. . 

Mercury. 

Swim overthe Styx! It muft not 
be done ; it is againit the laws of 

liz Pluto’s 
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Pluto’s empire. You muft go in Savage. , 
the boat, and be quiet. I muft obey thee.----Well, Sirs 
Savage let me know what merit you had, 


Don’t tell me of laws: I am a to introduce you into good com- 
Savage: I value no laws. Talkof pany ? What could you do? 
laws to the Englithman: There or 
are laws in hiscountry, and yet you _ Sir, I gamed, as I told you.---Be- 
fee he did not regard them. For fides, I kept a good table.---I eat as 
they could never allow him to kill well as any man in England or 
his fellow-fubje& in time of peace, France. 
becaufe he afked him to pay a Savage. | 
debt. I know thatthe Eneiifhare Eat! did you ever eat the chine ~ 
a barbarous nation ; but they can’t of a Frenchman, or his leg, or his 
be fo brutal as to make fuch things fhoulder! There 1s fo eating J I 
lawful. have eat twenty.---- y table was 
Mercury. always well ferved. My wife was 
You reafon well againft him. But the beit cook for the drefling of 
how comes it that you are fo offend- man’s flefh in all North-America. 
ed with murder; you, who have You will not pretend to compare 
maffacred women in their fleep, and your eating with mine? 


children in the cradle ? Duellift. 
i Savage. I danced very finely. 
i I killed none but my enemies: I Sava 


ee 

never killed my own countrymen: — [Pll dance with thee for thy ears. 
} never killed my friend.- ---Here, I can dance all day long. I can 
take my blanket, and Jet it come dance the war-dance with more {pi- 
over in the boat; but fee thatthe rit and vigour than any man of my 
murderer does not fit upon it, or nation. oe us fee thee begin it. 
touchit. If he does, I will burn it How thou flandeft like a poft ! Has 
in the fire I fee yonder. Farewell. Mercury itruck thee with his en- 
I am refolved to {wim over the wa- feebling rod? Or art thou afhamed 
ter. to let us fee how aukward thou ast? 
Mercury. If he would permit me, I would 

By this touch of my wand I take teach thee todance in a way that 
all thy ftrength from thee.---Swim thou haft not yet Jearnt. Pd make 


now if thou canft. thee caper and leap like a buck. 
Savage. But what elfe canft thou do, thou 
This is avery potent enchanter. bragging rafcal? 
Reftore me my ftrengeth, and I will Duellift. 
obey thee. O Heavens! muft I bear this! 
i Mercury. What can [ do with this fellow? I 
ey E I reftore it; but be orderly, and have neither fword, nor piftol. 
nh WW do as | bid you; otherwife worfe And his fhade feems to be twice as 
ae | i will befall you. __ ftrong as mine. 
uellift. Mercury. 


Mercury, leave him tome. [Pll | You muft anfwer his queftions. 
tutor him for you. Sirrah Savage, It was your own defire to have a 
doit thou pretend to be afhamed of converfation with him. He is not 
my company? Doftthou knowthat well bred; but he will tell you 
I have kept the beft company in fome truths which you muft hearin 























England? this place. It would have been well 

avage. for you, if you had heard them 

I know thou art a fcoundrel.--- above. He afked you what you 

Not pay thy debts! kill thy friend could do befides eating anddancing. 
who lent thee money for afking Duellift. 

teed for it! Get ont of my fight. I fung very agreeably. 

I will drive thee into Styx. Savage. 

Mercury. Let me hear you fing your death 

‘Stop.----I_ command thee. No fong, or the war whoop. I chal- 

violence.---Talk to him calmly, lenge you to fing.---The fellow is 








mute. 
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mute.---Mercury, this is a liar.----- 
He tells us nothing but lies. Let 
me pull out his tongue. 

| Duellift. 

The lie given me !------ and alas! 
I dare not refent it. Ohwhat a dif- 
grace to the family of the Pufh- 
wells! This indeed is damna- 
tion. 

Mercury, 

Here, Charon, take thefe two 
Savages to your care. How far 
the Barbarifm of the Mohawk will 
excufe his horrid acts I leave Minos 
to judge. But the Engilifhman, 
what excafe can he plead? The 
cultom of duelling ? A bad excufe 
at the beft! butin his cafe it can- 
not avail. The {fpirit that made 
him draw his fword in this combat 
againit his Friend is not that of Ho- 
nour; it is the fpirit of the furies, 
of Alecto herielf. Toher he mutt 
go, for fhe hath long dwelt in his 
mercilefs bofom. 

Savage. 

If he 1s to be punifhed, turn him 
over tome. I underiftand the art of 
tormenting. Sirrah, I begin with 
this ki¢k on your breech. Get you 
into the boat, or 1’Jl give you ano- 
ther. lam impatient to have you 
condemned. 

Duellif. 

Oh my honour, my honour, to 

what infamy art thou fallen! 


Tue WesTMInsTER JOURNAL 
By Tuo. Toucnit, of Spring Gar- 


dens, E/y. 


T HE Papers have, for a long 

time pat, been ftuffed with 
complaints againft Foreftallers and 
Rezgrators ; and the poor Graziers, 
Farmers, and Butchers, in particu- 
lar, have been loaded, upon every 
occafion, with a moit comfortable 
‘fhare of cbloquy and abufe: No 
endeavours have been fpared to re- 
prefent them both as the pefts and 
icandals of Society ; and no argu- 
ments left unemployed to raife the 
fevereft rod of legiflative correction 
againit them: Yet if the cafe of 
thefe unfortunate people was once 
allowed a candid hearing, the prin- 
cipal part of their fuppofed crimes 
would be mitigated ; and we fhould 


awJ wee 


find them infinitely more the object 
of our pity and benevolence, than 
the marks of our deteftation and 
contempt. 

I believe it will be very readily 
allowed by all difpaflionate enqui- 
ters, that the taxes of this 
kingdom have, for many years, 
been rifing, and that the land-hold- 
holders at the prefent moment pay 
a much greater fum in the pound 
than ever was known in any former 
time of peice. The enormous weight 
of taxes laid upon the landholder, 
naturally induces him to think of 
the readieft way of throwing a part 
of his burden upon the fhoulders of 
other people; and hence he is con- 
tinually raifing the value of his 
eftates. No-body, I believe, will 
deny but the cuftomary practice 
among people of fortune, is to en- 
creafe the rent of the tenant upon 
the expiration of every leafe. This 
being the cafe, what is the tenant 
to do? Bred to the avocations of 
agriculture, he is obliged to follow 
it for a livelihood ; and ’tis no way 
the intereft of the public, that he 
fhould quitit for any other profeffion 
was he ever fo well furnifhed with 
the means. If the rent is, therefore, 
raifed upon him, muft not he raife 
the price of his commodity; and 
muft not this rife ultimately fall 
upon the kingdom in general ? The 
man muft know very little of bufi- 
nefs, indeed, who fuppofes it will 
not. 

Ir has often furprifed me, that 
while the kingdom was fo zealoufly 
providing againft the frauds of the 
Graziers and Butchers, that no 
notice whatfoever was taken of 
another fpecies of offenders, who 
are immediately open to detection, 
and who, tho’ they do not fo di- 
rectly affeét the interefts of the poor, 
are neverthelefs infinitely more in- 
jurious to the kingdom. The peo- 
ple I mean, Sir, are the Vintners ; 
men whofe profits are in general 
very great, whofe returns are in ge- 
neral very quick and fecure; yet 
whole rapacity is fuch, that there 
is fcarcely a bottle of wine. fold 
in their houfes, but what is defici- 
ent very near half a pint. In com- 
mon Port, the fradulent meafure 

upon 
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upon the loweft calculation, clears 
twenty per cent ; and in the higher 
priced wines, which are very fre- 
quently made, to ufe the technical 
term, the favings, I beg pardon, the 
cheatings are {till more confiderable. 
This is a fraud eafily removed ; it 
requires nothing more than obliging 
the Vintners to have proper mea- 
fures, and in cafe of failure, to in- 
flit fome adequate pecuniary, or 
corporal punifhment. Why then 
is our refentment fuffered to fleep 
in this quarter, when it is fo trem- 
blingly awake in other quarteis? 
‘To conclude: [fin faé& we want 
the prices of beef & mutton to be low- 
pee let our Minifters make a rea- 
fonable abatement in our taxes, and 
then the J.andholder will be ena- 
bled to let his ground at a reafonable 
price; otherwife I am afraid we 
fhall be talking to no purpofe, fince 
all our complaints will not prevail 
either upon the Grazier or the 
Butcher to deal to a manifeft lofs. 


Account of an Event that happened 
lately at Aixla Chapelle. 


Ao the following ftory, which is 
averred to be authentic, and has 
happened very lately, may ferve to 
fhow, that the ftories of this kind, 
with which the public are from time 
to time, every now andthen, alarm- 
ed, are nothing more than artful im- 
poftures ; we thought it would be 
ufeful as well as entertaining to our 
readers, to give it a place. 

‘A perfon who kept a lodging- 
houfe near the Springs at Aix la 
Chapelle, having loft his wife, com- 
mitted the management of his fami- 
ly to his daughter, a fprightly well 
made handiome gir!, about 20. 

There were at that time in the 
houfe two ladies and their waiting 
woman,two Dutch cfficers, and a 
Dominican fryar. 

It happened that as the young 
woman of the houfe was afleep one 
night in her bed, fhe was awakened 
by fomething thatattcmpted to draw 
the clothes off the bed: She was at 
firft frighted, but thinking, upon 
recollection, that it might be the 
houfe-dog, fhe called him by his 
name: The clothes, however, were 


ftill pulled from her, and the ftill 
a it was by the dog, took 
upa brufh that lay in her reach, and 
attempted to ftrike him. At. that 
moment fhe fawa flafh of fudden 
light that filled the whole room; 
upon which fhe fhrieked out, all 
was dark and filent, and the clothes 
were no longer drawn from her. 

Inthe morning when fhe related 
this ftory every One treated it as 
a dream, and the girl herfelf at laft 
took it for eranted that it was no 
more than an illufion. 

The might following fhe was again 
awakened by fomething that jogged 
her, and fhe thought fhe felt a hand 
in the bed; upon endeavouring to 
reprefs it, another flafh of lighten- 
ing threw her into a fit of terror; 
fhe fhut her eyes and croffed her- 
felf: When fhe ventured to open 
her eyes again, the light was vanifh- 
ed, but in a fhort time fhe felt what 
fhe fuppofed to be a hand again in 
the bed; fhe again endeavoured to 
reprefs it, and looking towards the 
foot of the bed, fhe faw a large lu- 
minous crofs, on which was written 
diftinétly, as with light, the words 
BE SILENT. Shewas now fo terri- 
fied that fhe had not power to break 
the injunction, but fhrunk down 
into the bed, and covered herfelf 
all over with the clothes. 

In this fituation fhe continved a 
confiderable time, and being molef- 
ted, fhe ventured once more to peep 
out, when, to her unfpeakable afto- 
nifhment, fhe faw a phantafm ftand 
by the fide of her bed, almost as 
high as the cieling, a kind of glury 
encircledits head, and the whale 
was in the form of acrucifix, ex- 
cept that it feemed to have feveral 
hands, one of which againapproach- 
ed the bed, 

Suppoiing the phenomenon to 

e fome celeftial vifion, fhe exert- 
ed all her fortitude, and leaping out 
of bed, threw herfelf upon her 
knees before it: but fhe initantly 
found herfelf affaulted in a manner 
which convinced her fhe was mil- 
taken; fle had not itrengih to dif 
engage herfelf from fomething that 
embraced her, & therefore fcreamed 
Out as loudas the could to alarm the 

heule, 
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houfe, and bring fomebody to her 
affiftance. 

Her fhricks awakened the ladies 
who layin an adjacentchamber, and 
they fent their woman to fee what 
was the matter. ‘The woman upon 
opening the room, faw a luminous 
phantaim, which greatly terrified 
her, and heard in a deep threaten- 
ing tone the words, aT THY PERIL 
BEGONE. 

The woman inftantly fcreamed 
out, and withdrew; the ladies rofe 
in the utmoit confternation and ter- 
ror, but nobody cameto their af- 
fittance ; theold man, the father of 
the girl, was afleep in a remote part 
of the houfe; the fryar alfo refted 
in a room at the end ofa long gal- 
lery in another ftory; and thetwo 
Dutch officers were abfent on a vifit 
at aneighbouring village. 

No other violence, however, was 
offered to the girl that night. As 
foon as the morning dawned fhe 
got up, ran down to * father, and 
told all that had happened; the 
two ladies were not bee abfent ; 
they did not fay much, but dif- 
one their arrears, and quitted 
the houfe. The fryar afked the 
girl feveral queftions, and declared 
that he had heard other inftances of 
the like nature, but faid the girl 
would do well to obey the com- 
mands of the vifion, and that no 
harm would come of it. He faid he 
would remain to fee the iffue, and 
in the mean time he ordered proper 
prayers and maffes to be faid at a 
neighbouring convent of his order, 
to which he moft devoutedly joined 
his own. 

The girl was comforted with this 
{piritual affiftance, but, notwith- 
{tanding, took one of the maids to 
be her bedfellow the next night. 

In thedead of the night the fla- 
mingcrofs was again vifible, but no 
attempt was made on either of the 
women. ‘They were, however, 
gremy terrified, and the fervant 

aid fhe would rather leave her place, 
than lie in the room again. 

The fryar the next morning took 
the merit of the fpirit’s peaceable 
behaviour to himfelf. The prayers 
and maffes were renewed, and ap- 
plication was made to the convents 
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at Liege for auxiliary afliftance. 
The good fryar in the mean time, 
was by no means idle at home; he 
performed his devotions with great 
ardour, and towards evening he be- 
ftowed a plentiful libation of holy 
water on the chamber and the bed. 

The girl, not being able to per- 
fuade the fervant to fleep with her 
again in the haunted room, and be- 
ing encouraged by the fryar to a- 
bide the iflue, having alfo great 
confidence herfelf in the prayers, 
mafles, and fprinklings that had 
been ufed on the occafion, fhe ven- 
tured once more to fleep in the 
fame room by herfelf. 

In the night, after hearing fome 
flight noifes, fhe faw the room all 
ina blaze, anda great number of 
{mall luminous crofles, with fcrips 
of writing here and there very legi- 
ble, among which the precept to de 
filent was moft confpicuous. 

In the middle of the room fhe faw 
fomething ofa human appearance, 
with feemed convered only with a 
linen garment, like a fhirt; it ap- 
peared to diffufe a radiance round 
it, and at length, bya _ flow and fi- 
lent pace, approached the bed: 
When it came up tothe bed-fide, it 
drew the curtain more open, and 
lifting up the bed-cloaths was a- 
boutto comein. The girl, now 
more terrified than ever, fcreamed 
out with all her power; as every 
body in the houfe was upon the 
watch, fhe was heard by them all, 
but the father only had courage to 
go to her affiftance, and his bravery 
was probably owing toa confidera- 
ble quantity of reliques, which he 
had procured from the convent, 
and which he brought in his hand. 

When he came, however, no- 
thing was tohe feen but fome of 
the little croffes and infcriptions, 
feveral of which were now luminous 
only in part. 

Being himfelf greatly terrified at 
thefe appearances, he ran to the 
friar’s apartment, and with fome 
difficulty prevailed upon him to go 
with him to thehaunted room. The 
fryar at firft excufed himfelf upor 
account of the young woman’s be- 
ing therein bed. As foonas he en- 
tered and faw the croffes, he prof- 
trated 
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trated himfelf on the ground, and 
uttered many prayers and incanta- 
tions, to which the honeit landlord 
mof heartily faid Amen. 

The poor girl, in the mean time, 
lay in a kind of trance, and her 
father, when the prayers were over, 
ran down ftairs for fome wine, a 
cordial being neceflary to recover 
her: the fryar, atthe fame time, 
orderedhim to light and bring with 
him a confecrated taper, for hither- 
to they had had no light but that of 
the vition, which was flill flrong e- 
nough to dilcover every thing in the 
room. 

In a fhort time the old man en- 
tered with a taper in his hand, and 
in amoment all the luminous ap- 
pearances vanifhed. The girl, 
foon after, recovered, and gave a 
very fenfible accountof all that had 
happened, and the landlord and the 
fryar {pent the reii of the night to- 
gether. 

The friar, however, to fhew the 
power of the damon, and the holy 
virtue of the taper, removed it fe- 
veral times from the chamber be- 
fore the day broke, and the crofles 
2nd infcriptions were again vilible, 
and remained fo till the taper was 
brought back, and then vanithed as 
at firit. 

When the fun arofe, the fryar 
took his leave to go to mattins, and 
cid not return till noon. In the 
mean time the two Datch officers 
came home, and foon learnt what 
had happened, though the landlord 
tack all the pains he could to con- 
ceal it. The reports they heard 
were confirmed by the pale and ter- 
tified appearance of thegirl; their 
curiofity was greatly excited, and 
they afked her innumerable queili- 
ons. 

Her anfwers, inflead of extin- 
guifhing, increafed it: They affured 
the landlord thaethey would not 
leave his houfe, but, on the contra- 
ry, would afford him all the ailif- 
tance in their power. 

As they were young gentlemen 
of a military profeflion, and Pro- 
teftants, they were at once bold 
and incredulous. ‘They re:ended, 
however, to adopt the opinion of 
the landlord, that the appearances 


were fupernatural, but it happened 
that upon going into the room they 
found the remainder of the taper 
on the virtues of which the landlord 
had largely expatiated, and imme- 
diately perceived that it was only a 
commoncandleofa large fize, which 
he had brought by muitake in his 
fright. 
his difcovery convinced them 

that there was a traud, and that ap- 
pearances that vanifhed at the ap- 
proach of unconfecrated light were 
produced by mere human artifice. 

They therefore confulted toge- 
ther, and at length agreed that the 
mafles fhould be continued, that the 
landlord fhould fay not one word 
of the candle, or the fufpicions it 
had produced: that his daughter, 
the next night, fhould fleep in the 
apartment which had been quitted 
by the ladies, and that one of the 
officers fhould lie inthe girl’s bed, 
while the other, with the landlord, 
fhould wait in the kitchen to fee the 
iffue. 

This plan was accordingly, with 
great fecrecy, cariied into execu- 
tion. ' 

For two hours after the officer 
had been in bed, all was filent and 
quiet, and he began to fufpect that 
the girl had either been fanciful, or 
that their fecret had tranfpired; 
when all ona fucden he heard the 
latch of the door gently raifed, and 
perceiving fomething approach the 
bed and attempt to take up the 
clothes, he refiited with futicient 
firength to fruitratethe attempt, and 
immediately the room appeared to 
be all in a flame; he faw many 
crofles and infcriptions injoining 
filence, anda patlive acquiefcence 
in whatever fhould happen; he 
faw alfo in the middle of the room 
fomething of a human appearance, 
very tall and very luminous. The 
ofhcer was at firit truck with terrer, 
and the vifion made a fecond ap- 
proach to the bed fide; but the 
gentieman recovering his fortitude 
the frit moment of reficction, dex- 
teroufly threw a flip knot which 
he had faftened.to one of the bed 
pofts, over the phantom’s neck; he 
initantly drew it clofe, which brought 
him tothe ground, and then threw 

himielf 
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himfelf upon him. The fall and 
the ftruggle made fo much noife 
that the other officer and the Jand- 
jord ran up with lights and wea- 
pons, and the goblin was found 
to be no other than the good fryar, 
who having conceived fomething 
more than a {p’ritual affection for 
his landlord’s pretty daughter, had 
played this infernal farce to gra- 
tify his paffion. 

Being now fecured and deteéted 
beyond hope of fubterfuge or efcape, 
he made a full confeilion of his 
guilt, and begged ecarneftly for 
mercy. 

It appeared that this _ fellow, 
who was near fix feet high, had 
made himfelf appear ftill higher, 
by putting upon his head a kind of 
tiara of imboffed paper, and had 
alfo thruft a ftick through the fleeves 
of his habit, which formed the ap- 

earance of a crofs, and {till left 

is hands at liberty; and that he 
had rendered himfelf and his ap- 
paratus vifible in the dark by phoy- 
horus. 

The landlord contented him- 
felf with giving his reverence a 
hearty drubbing, and then turning 
him out of doors, with a ftriét in- 
junétion to quit the territory of 
Liege for ever, upon pain of being 
much more feverely tereated. 

When it is coniidered that it is 
but a few years ago, that a poor 
woman was killed within twenty 
miles of London upon fuppofition 
that fhe was awitch, & thatit is not 
quite three years fince the Cock- 
Lane Ghoft found advocates among 
thofe who, before, were never ac- 
counted fools, even in the heart of 
London itfelf, it cannot but be 
ufeful to put down on record every 
impofition of this kind. 


A Letter pm a Gentleman on bis 
Travels in Italy to his Friend in 
England, giving a curious Account 
| 4 the Belogrian Stone, of which a 

hofphorus is made. 


[HAD intended to make no ftay at 

Bologna, but my eager friend is 
often in the place of fate to me, 
and when I have laid the plan dif- 
pofes very differently. Thechaife 
was at the door, but M----.- was 


not to be found. My enquiry 
after him was flopped by one trom 
whom he had an equipage, and a 
guide to conduct him a very little 
way, and whom he had commifli- 
oned to tell me, as foon as I 
fhould mifs him, that an hour 
would bring him back. It was 
confiderably more before he came 
back .At length he returned, fweat- 
ing under a itrange load, and his 
attendant {weating after him. They 
had quitted their equipage at the 
place where it ftood, and M--- en- 
tered, his legs knee-deep in dirt, 
his face covered with fweat, his 
ae all fticking out, and in his 
and a handkerchief filled with fome 
dirty matter, that had torn {feveral 
holes through it by its weight and 
roughnefs. He threw down his 
load, and emptying his pockets, 
filled the corner of the room with 
the ill-looking lumber. | now afked 
him where he had been, and about 
what? He told me to Mount Pater- 
no ; but for what replied I, with 
what intent did you go ? what have 
you brought back all that earth for? 
and whatis it? I tell you, replied he, 
I have been at Mount Paterno, and 
taking up one of the lumps, which 
was of the bienefs of a walnut, he 
began to wipe itclean. There! ex- 
claimed he, don’t you know what 
Mount Paternois famous for produc- 
ing? there is the Bolognian Stone ; 
and before night you fhall fee me 
make a Phofphorus out of it. The 
ftone he put into my hand was 
very heavy, and in many places 
fparkled on the furface. It was 
of anirregular figure, approaching 
to round, like one of the pebbles 
of our gravel: It was brown, and 
where it glittered, whitith. I could 
not imagine it lefs than an ore 


of filver. I thought by his tranf-: 


port, as well as by the appearance, 
that he had found a treafure; and 
imagined when he talked of a Phof- 
phorus, that he had exprefled him- 
felf in figures, and meant that he 
fhould make an eclat by the fuc- 
cefs. He fnatched the ftone out of 
my hand, and threw it on the 
hearth; it broke, and I then faw 
that it was throughout in the in- 
ner part, of the fame glofly and 
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trated himfelf on the ground, and 
uttered many prayers and incanta- 
tions, to which the honeit landlord 
mok heartily faid Amen. 

The poor girl, inthe mean time, 
lay in a kind of trance, and her 
father, when the prayers were over, 
ran down ftairs tor fome wine, a 
cordial being neceflary to recover 
her: the fryar, atthe fame time, 
orderedhim to light and bring with 
him a confecrated taper, for hither- 
to they had had no light but that of 
the vilion, which was {till flrong e- 
nough to difcover every thing in the 
room. 

In a fhort time the old man en- 
tered with a taper in his hand, and 
in a moment all the luminous ap- 
pearances vanifhed. The girl, 
foon after, recovered, and gave a 
very fenfible accountof all that had 
happened, and the landlord and the 
fryar fpentthe reii of the night to- 
gether. 

The friar, however, to flew the 
power ofthe damon, and the holy 
virtue of the taper, removed it fe- 
veral times from the chamber be- 
fore the day broke, and the crofies 
2nd infcriptions were again vilible, 
and remained fo till the taper was 
brought back, and then vaniihed as 
at firit. 

When the fun arofe, the fryar 
took his leave to go to mattins, and 
did not return till noon. In the 
mean time the two Datch officers 
came home, and foon learnt what 
had happened, though the landlord 
took all the pains he could to con- 
ceal it. The reports they heard 
were confirmed by the pate and ter- 
rified appearanceof thegirl; their 
curiofity was greatly excited, and 
they afked her innumerable queili- 
ons. 

Her anfwers, inftead of extin- 
guifhing, increafed it: They affured 
the landlord thaethey would not 
leave his houfe, but, on the contra- 
ry, would afford him all the aihi- 
tance in their power. 

As they were young gentlemen 
of a military profefion, and Pro- 
teftants, they were at cnce bold 
and incredulous. ‘They re:ended, 
however, to adopt the opinion of 
the landlord, that the appearances 


were fupernatural, but it happened 
that upon going into the room they 
found the remainder of the taper, 
on the virtues of which the landlord 
had largely expatiated, and imme- 
diately perceived that it was only a 
commoncandleof a largefize, which 
he had brought by muitake in his 


fragt. 
his difcovery convinced them 
that there was a traud, and that ap- 
pearances that vanifhed at the ap- 
proach of unconfecrated light were 
produced by mere human artifice. 
They therefore confulted toge- 
ther, and at length agreed that the 
maffes fhould be continued, that the 
landlord fhould fay not one word 
of the candle, or the fufpicions it 
had produced: that his daughter, 
the next night, fhould fleep in the 
apartment which had been quitted 
by the ladies, and that one of the 
officers fhould lie inthe girl’s bed, 
while the other, with the landlord, 
fhould wait in the kitchen to fee the 
iffue. 

This plan was accordingly, with 
great fecrecy, cariied into execu- 
tion. 

For two hovrs after the officer 
had been in bed, all was filent and 
quiet, and he began to fufpect that 
the girl had either been fanciful, or 
that their fecret had tranfpired ; 
when all ona fucden he heard the 
latch of the door gently raifed, and 
perceiving fomething approach the 
bed and attempt to take up the 
clothes, he refitted with futhcient 
firength to fruitratethe attempt, and 
immediately the room appeared to 
be all in a flame; he faw many 
crofles and infcriptions injoining 
filence, anda paflve acquiefcence 
in whatever fhould happen; he 
faw alfo in the middle of the room 
fomething of a human appearance, 
very tall and very luminous. The 
officer was at firit {truck with terrer, 
and the vilion made a fecond ap- 
proach to the bed fide; but the 
gentleman recovering his fortitude 
the frit moment of reficction, dex- 
teroufly threw a flip knot which 
he had faitened to one of the bed 
pofts, over the phantom’s neck; he 
initantly drew it clofe, which brought 
him tothe ground, and then threw 


himiel€ 


ew ew eee OO CE athe 


An Account of the Bolognian Stone, of which a Phofphorus is made 268 


himfelf upon him. The fall and 
the ftruggle made fo much noife 
that the other officer and the Jand- 
Jord ran up with lights and wea- 
pons, and the goblin was found 
to be no other than the good fryar, 
who having conceived fomething 
more than a {p'ritual affection for 
his landlord’s pretty daughter, had 
played this infernal farce to gra- 
tify his paffion. 

Being now fecured and deteéted 
beyond hope of fubterfuge or efcape, 
he made a full confeilion of his 
guilt, and begged ecarneftly for 
mercy. | , 

It appeared that this fellow, 
who was near fix feet high, had 
made himfelf appear ftill higher, 
by putting upon his head a kind of 
tiara of imboffed paper, and had 
alfo thruft a ftick through the fleeves 
of his habit, which formed the ap- 

earance of a crofs, and ftill left 
his hands at liberty; and that he 
had rendered himfelf and his ap- 
paratus vifible in the dark by pha- 

horus. 

The landlord contented him- 
felf with giving his reverence a 
hearty drubbing, and then turning 
him out of doors, with a ftrié& in- 
jun&tion to quit the territory of 
Liege for ever, upon pain of being 
much more feverely tereated. 

When it is coniidered that it is 
but a few years ago, that a poor 
woman was killed within twenty 
miles of London upon fuppofition 
that fhe was a witch, & thatitis not 
quite three years fince the Cock- 
Lane Ghoft found advocates among 
thofe who, before, were never ac- 
counted fools, even in the heart of 
London itfelf, it cannot but be 
ufeful to put down on record every 
impofition of this kind. 


A Letter pm a Gentleman on his 
Travels in Italy to his Friend in 
England, giving a curious Account 
of the Deleries Stone, of which a 

hofphorus is made. 


[HAD intended to make no ftay at 

Bologna, but my eager friend is 
often in the place of fate to me, 
and when I have laid the plan dif- 
pofes very differently. Thechaife 
was at the door, but M----.- was 


not to be found. My enquiry 
after him was ftopped by one trom 
whom he had an equipage, and a 
guide to conduct him a very little 
way, and whom he had commif_i- 
oned to tell me, as foon as I 
fhould mifs him, that an hour 
would bring him back. It was 
confiderabiy more before he came 
back .At length he returned, fweat- 
ing under a itrange load, and his 
attendant fweating after him. They 
had quitted their equipage at the 
place where it ftood, and M--- en- 
tered, his legs knee-deep in dirt, 
his face covered with fweat, his 
pene all fticking out, and in his 
and a handkerchief filled with fome 
dirty matter, that had torn feveral 
holes through it by its weight and 
roughnefs. He threw down his 
load, and emptying his pockets, 
filled the corner of the room with 
the ill-looking lumber. | now afked 
him where he had been, and about 
what? He told me to Mount Pater- 
no ; but for what replied I, with 
what intent did you go ? what have 
you brought back all that earth for? 
and whatis it? I tell you, replied he, 
I have been at Mount Paterno, and 
taking up one of the lumps, which 
was of the bienefs of a walnut, he 
began to wipe itclean. There! ex- 
claimed he, don’t you know what 
Mount Paternois famous for produc- 
ing? there is the Bolognian Stone ; 
and before night you fhall fee me 
make a Phofphorus out of it. The 
ftone he put into my hand was 
very heavy, and in many places 
fparkled on the furface. It was 
of anirregular figure, approaching 
to round, like one of the pebbles 
of our gravel: It was brown, and 
where it glittered, whitifh. I could 
not imagine it lefs than an ore 
of filver. I thought by his tranf-: 
port, as well as by the appearance, 
that he had found a treafure; and 
imagined when he talked of a Phof- 
phorus, that he had exprefled him- 
felf in figures, and meant that he 
fhould make an eclat by the fuc- 
cefs. He f{natched the ftone out of 
my hand, and threw it on the 
hearth; it broke, and I then faw 
that it was throughout jn the in- 
ner part, of the fame gloffy and 
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bright appearance, with the few cleaned, were thrown intoa bafon of 
f{parkles that appeared on itsfurface. this liquor; and when thoroughly 
We were fixed to Bologna forthe wetted, were rolled over and over 
night, and he prepared with great amongthe powder, till perfectly and 
attention & afliduityfor his experi- thick covered with it. Every thin 
ments. You have feen a kind of thus far prepared, the charcoa 
conveniencies for fire expofed to was called for, and the fire lighted. 
fale about the itreets of London; He filled the whole cavity of the 
they are made of a baked earth, lower part partly with charcoal, and 
and confift of a hollow feparated partly with half-burntcinders. He 
into two portions, by two or three laid his powdered {tones on the brafs 
ieces of an iron hoop, by way of hearth, which covered the top of the 
ars. Theuppercavity is forthechar- lower furnace; he put coals and 
coal, the lowerfor the afhes. The cinders all about them, and covered 
top isnot even, butcut down inthe them fo deep, that the: upper part 
manner of the old battlements on could butjuft beputon. The bot- 
gothic buildings. M-efoon furnifhed tom of this inverted furnace ferved 
himfelf with two of thefe; he cut as a dome or arch-covering for the 
down the tops alittle, fothat the fire place. The pains he had taken 
raifed partsregularly anfweredtoone to prepare all this merited the fuc- 
another; hetook out the bars from ceis of the attempt. ‘The machine 
that which was to be the uppermoit was fet in a chimney; there was a 
or inverted onthe otherend, and good draught of air; and the fire 
called out to me to fee as good continued to burn till the materials 
a furnace and dome as ever the were confumed. The procefs was 
beft elaboratory of a German che- performed while we were at fupper. 
mit afforded. The horfe was When we rofe from table he took 
fought over for a piece of open off the top of the ftruGture, blowed 
brais-work, and by good fortune foftly on the brafs hearth, to fend 
a neglected clofet afforded one of off the afhes, and he took very 
thofe open work’d brafs flaps which gently out the four ftones. Thefe 
we ice to the old-fathioned grates were now ofa pale colour, like that 
in England. This was ail he could of wood afhes, the wetted powder 
have wilhed. He feparared the two had formed a thin croft about them, 
furnaces, laid the brafs work by which had baked into fome degree 
way of {ccond grate on the top of of firmnefs, but was crackedin a few 
the firt, and fitted again the other places. My operator prepared two 
over it in its inverted fituation. The boxes, with cotton in their bottoms. 
whole apparatus was now ready; He ftruck gently on the ftones, to 
charcoal was procured andthe pro- feparate the cake of baked powder. 
cefs was deilined to be done in the I[¢ came offin flakes. This he put 
room where we fupped. LIobferved up in one of the boxes, covering it 
to you that the itones in general with more cotton ; and the ftones 
which my chemift brought from the thus cleaned of it, he put into the 
mountains had a dirty look. He other; covering them alfo with a 
{elected four of the brightefLofthem, quantity of the f{amematerials. Now, 
and by rubbing and brufhing them, {aidhe, they are in a condition tobe 
brought them very bright, and per- carried any where without injury; 
fecily clean. Whenthefe were pre- & fo upthey were put into his port- 
pared, he feleted another very good manteau. 
one, and makingitcleanintheiame I covld not but fmile at the pa- 
manner, hegot amortar and peftle rade my friend had made about the 
to powder it. He never ceafed baking four pebbles, but I fup- 
powdering it il he got it reduced pofed the operation of the furndce 
to a fine grey powder and filted was what he had intended to fhew 
through a ieve; the powder was me. About an hour after all this, 
carefully put into a fheet of paper; when I thought he was in bed, and 
& fome genuine brandy was ordered. was myfelf preparing for it, he came 
‘Dae fouritones,whichhad been firit into the room. Come hither! laid 
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he; give me your hand! come into 
this gallery! He led me in the dark 
through two rooms into a long gal- 
lery; at the end of which I faw 
three globes of a very bright and 
peculiarly-coloured fire. 

We approached them, and my 
furprize was heightened to fee that 
they illuminated all the fpace about 
them into a kind of bluifh-green 
light, of the colour of their own 
flame. This was fo diitinét that 
I could read by means of it, the in- 
{cription at the bottom of a print 
which was hung againft the wall juit 
over the table on which they lay. 
They feemed, as we came up to 
them, to be maffes of burning mat- 
ter, of the bignefs of one’s fiit, co- 
vered with an undulating blue green 
fiame ; but nothing aftonifhed me 
fo much, as to fee the furface of 
the table all about them; and to 
obferve, that while. they glowed in 
this manner the wood was not burnt. 
My wonder was greatly increafed, 
to fee my friend foonafter take one 
of them up in his hand; he held it 
for fome time, gazing at it with 
pleafure, and then put it into mine, 
I ftarted; but that which had not 
burnt a recollected could not 
burn me. He took up the Other 
two; but what was my afionifh- 
ment to find, on going to the can- 
dle, which wasin my Room, that 
thefe were no other than three of 
the four ftenes which he had been 
baking, and which he had affe&ted 
t? put by only to heighten the fur- 
prife of my feeing the operation, 
‘The bignefs of which they had ap- 
peared was owing to the brightnefs 
about them. When they approached 
the light, they fhrunk into their 
own proper diameter again, which 
was about that of a walnut. I could 
fcarce believe my fenfes. I carried 
the fione, dead and dull as it ap- 
peared in the light, into the dark 
again, andit flamed afrefh in my 
hand. He put them by, and affured 
me that we fhould have an oppor- 
tunity of amufing many people with 
them; for that at any time they 
need only be laid in the open day- 
light fora quarter of an hour, and 
they would then thine, on being 
brought into the dark. 

} dont know whether I fhould not 
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have had the curiofity to have en- 
quired what was to be done with 
the cruit of thefe ftones,. which he 
had taken off and preferved fo care- 
fully: he prevented my enquiry. 
He took out a piece, and throwing 
it into a dark corner, foon fhewed 
me that it fhone as brightly as the 
{tones themfelves ; but with this he 
told me he fhould have fill farther 
diverfion. There was an Englith 
maid fervant in the houfe, her bed- 
chamber was immediately over 
ours; M found his way into 
it, at leaft he fuppofed he had done 
fo: he wrote with fome paite, which 
he made out of flour and water, the 
terrible words, ‘* Remember Death.” 
in great Capitals, on the infide of one 
of the bed-curtains. Over the wet 
letters he itrewed fome of this cruit, 
which he powdered for that purpofe 
in the mortar, and, when he had 
done, called me up to fee the words 
in letters of fire. We fat up for 
the difcovery; but fomething very 
different from what we had expect- 
ed happened. ‘The Italians are bi- 
ots, and confequently fuperititious. 
thappened that the roomintowhich 
M-— had found his way was not, as 
he had imagined, thatof the maid- 
fervant, but of a couple of devout 
people, whoaccidentia!ly lay in the 
houle. We heard them undrefs ; 
we followed our {cheme, by getting 
on the upper itairs near the door of 
the room; we heard two voices, 
and we faw the-candle on a table 
near the bed-fide. The Lady was 
firitin bed, the good man was no 
fooner in.it than he put out the can- 
dle. On the inftant of the extinétion 
appeared the terrible words. ‘The 
lady {creamed her prayers, the huf- 
band trembled overhis Ave Marias. 
‘he letters were abfolute fire, and 
the bed was notinjured. The lan- 
guage was unintelligible to thofe 
who faw the words, and perhaps it 
was in that more terrifying than if 
the admonition had been under- 
ftood. The menge-tekel of the pro- 
phet came into both their minds at 
once: They jumped out of bed, and 
alarmed the whole houfe. We were 
firitin the room. M---— took oc- 
cafion, in their coafufion, to ferape 
oif the whole matter very clean with 
Kk2z his 
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his pocket knife. The company 
brought candles ; there was nothin 
tobe feen. Both hufband and wife 
pointed to the place where the wri- 
ting had appeared ; but nothing 
but fome [meared dirt was to be feen 
there. M— kept his counfel, and 
the miracle was blazed all over Bo- 
logna the next day, and we left a 
legion of prieits in the houfe at our 
departure. 

n my nextletter I fhall give you 
an account how this remarkable 
property in the Bolognian Stone was 
difcovered, and in what manner 
they make a Phofphorus of it. 


The Conver/fation of a young Mefopota- 
mian and an Englifh Merchant at 
L/pahan, in Perf with the Oc- 
currences of their Travels from 
thence to Baffora. 

A Young Mefopotamian, from the 

banks of Irwan, travelling to 
fee the world, met with at Ifpahan, 

a chief city of Perfia, an Englith 

merchant, who had refided there 

fome time, and fpoke the language 
of the country: ‘The merchant alfo 

perceiving in the Mefopotamian a 

juperior underftanding, & a benevo- 

lent heart, was delighted with his 
company, and cultivated his friend- 
fhip. They frequently met; and 
their converfation generally turning 
on the manners mer purfuits of men, 
ehey mutually gratified each other 
by accounts of their different coun- 
tries. eas 

“< You,” faid the Mefopotamian, 

*‘ have enjoyed the advantages 

‘© which lam full to procure. You 

«* have feen many different parts of 

** the world, and can’ form a col- 

«* lective idea of its inhabitants: 

‘* your commercial engagements 

«© muift haveled you much into the 

¢* interefts and defigns of men; and 

<* you muft, confequently, be weil 

‘© acquainted with the prevailing 

<* propeniitiesof the heart. But é 

«* fhould be particularly obliged to 

‘* you for an accountof yourown 

‘¢ country, of which I have yet had 

«* but an imperfeét defcription.” 

' ¢¢ The difference of men,” faid 

<¢ the merchant, “lies only in their 

<¢ complexion and manners: their 


‘¢ principles are the fame, in all 
‘* ages, and in all climates; and 
** felf-intereft is the prevailing 
‘* principle, frum Indus to the 
‘¢ ‘Thames. I am not, however, fuch 
** a {chool philofopher, as to think 
** that the whole human {pecies 
** fhould come under this ccnclu- 
“* fion: I have experienced the de- 
‘* lights of friendfhip, and the 
‘€ confolations of benevolence, 
‘< where intereft was no motive; [ 
‘‘ have even known many, who 
’ have contributed to remove the 
miferies of theirfellow creatures, 
though by thediminution of their 
own fortune. That excellent 
that truly ufeful {pirit of munif- 
cence, in a partiular manner 
*« characterizes my countrymen. 
‘© Were you, my friend, in the me- 
‘* tropolis of Great Britain, you 
** would behold fpacious edifices e - 
** rected for helplefs indigence; 
<< and find the fame {kill and care 
** employed for the health and the 
“* lives of the poor, that the motft 
‘© affluent circumftances can pro- 
*< cure for the rich. 

‘**But munificence is not the 
‘© only ornament that diftinguifhes 
‘* my country: there too dwell li- 
‘ berty and juftice; liberty, thar, 
‘ however itrange it may feem to 
you, delights in the protection 
** of amonarch; and juftice, which 
* he caufes to be adminiftred with- 
** out partiality. The greateft Baf- 
** fain Great Britain cannot invade 
“¢ either the life or the property of 
“¢ the meaneft fubje&t with impuni- 
** ty; he is equally obnoxious to 
** the laws, and would fuffer in- 
** difcriminately with the moft ob- 
** fcure malefactor. 

‘* ‘This general fecurity of pro- 
‘* perty and life, excites an un- 
“* wearied fpirit of induftry, and 
‘* difperfes the fons of commerce 
*< over the remotelt regions of the 
““ earth. Hence, my friend, we 
*< vifitthe towers of I{pahan, and 
‘- the gulphs of Baflora; our fails 
*< are itretched from the moft dif- 
‘* tant iflands of the Atlantic, to 
** the fhoresof Japan; and Londonis 
‘¢ fupplied with all the luxuries of 
‘* nature, and all the labours of 
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“* You give me,” faid the Mefopo- 
tamian, ‘‘a very magnificent, & 
a very pleafing idea of your coun- 
try. But will not commerce, 
as it enriches the people, corrupt 
their manners? Will unbounded 
afluence produce neither riot 
nor debauchery, vanity nor 
pride? The inhabitants of Great 
Britain may be more {plendidand 
luxurious; but the dwellers in 
Mefopotamia are, perhaps, hap- 
plier, in proportion as they are 
more innocent: for my _ fa- 
‘ther, has frequently told me, 
‘* that wealth corrupts the heart 
* of man.’? 

‘* All the good things of life,” 
‘ anfwered the merchant, ** are 
‘ complicatedwithevils. Ifwealth 
** be not defirable, becaufe it may 
lead us into luxury, or inflame us 
with pride; no more would the 
* fanguine chearfulneis of health, 
* left it fhould betray us into licen- 
‘ tioufneis. ‘There are, it is to be 
‘¢ feared, many, whofe manners are 
“* depraved by riches; but there 
are, likewiie, many, whoemploy 
them in the diffufion of know- 
** ledge, or the relief of indigence. 
“< Thefe,” faid the Mefopotamian, 
** are glorious ends; and would 
‘* almoit excite me to turn mer- 
“‘ chant, for the acquifition of 
** wealth. 

In this focial intercourfe the Mer- 
chant paffed many days with the Me- 
fopotamian, & while he gratified his 
curiofity engaged his affections. 
Being fuddenly called by bufi- 
nefs to the court of Baflora, he 
caine One morning to take a final 
leave: butthe Mefopotamian was too 
much attached to his friend, to fuf- 
fer any thing but neceflity to part 
them. ** Permit me,” faid he, ‘* 
** to attend you on your prefent ex- 
pedition. I have not appointed 
to myfe!fany particular rout, but 
travel as occafion or inclination 
“* leads me; and I am fenfiblie l 
‘’ fhall gain’ more from your expe- 
** rience and obfervation, than] can 
from my own.” ‘This offer was 
too agreeable to the Merchant, not 
to be eagerly embraced; and after 
the neceflary preparations they fet 
out from Mpahan, and met the 
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morning on the mountains of Ar- 
van, 

The fun appeared above the hori- 
zon, & the Mefopotamian prottrated 
himfelfinthe profoundeft adoration. 
When he arote from his devotions, 
he advanced towards his fellow tra- 
veller, with alook of kindnefs mix- 
ed with pity and concern, The 
Merchant underftood him: but as 
he was unwilling to controvert the 
principles of his religion, he made 
no apology for his conduct during 
the devotions of the Mefopotamian, 

The mild morning light which 
was diffufed over the vallies and 
{treams, the various beauty of the 
meadows, the regular difpofition of 
bloflomed hedge-rows, the foothing 
murmur of bees at their early la- 
bour, and the full concert of the 
feathered creation, drew their con- 
veriation on the univerial benefi- 
cence of nature. ‘‘ I feel,” faid the 
Mefopotamian, ** a delight, which 
“* Tcan neither account for nor de- 
“* {cribe. Thefe mountains e1ded 
** with the the rays of the orient 
** Sun, thoie painted vailies that 
‘© flame the rich carpets of («ova 
** yon diftant waters whic! ;¢/!can 
“‘ with the fhifting eflulgence of 
** light, the general bufy voice of 
** joy and activity in the animal 
** creation, conf{pireto fill my heart 
with inexpreflible pleafure.” 

‘© That pleafure,” replied the 
Merchant, | believe procecds from 
fympathy: it is fcarce poflible, 
unlefs you have fome peculiar 
caufe of mifery, not to be pleafed 
when you fee every thing around 
you happy. On the contrary, 
if you go into the manfions of 
forrow, it will be impoilible to 
withftand the infection of it. 
The God of nature feems to have 
civen us_ thefe fympathetic feel- 
ings, to link our affections 1n the 
ereat chain of fociety:. hence, fo- 
“¢ cial virtue is not lett to depead 
folely on the moral will, but is 
founded on the principles of our 
** nature. 
‘* But the object of your adora- 
tion is fo protufe of his favours, 
‘© that 1 fhouid now be glad to find 
‘© fome convenicntihade. I think, 
‘* I difcover a cave on the fouthern 
** declivity 
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‘¢ declivity of the mountain; let us 
«¢ retire toit, during the heatof the 
s dw. ; 

As they were advancing towards 
the cave, they perceived a beaten 
path leading direGly from it toa 
diftant rivulet this made them ap- 

rehenfive thatit mizht be the ha- 
Citation of fome wild beatt, that had 
worn the path by conitantly going 
to drink atthe ttream: but their 
fears were foon removed upon the 
appearance of an aged hermit, ad- 
vancing flowly towards the rivulet 
with an earthen pitcher. At fight 
of the travellers, he hafted to his a- 
bode with all the feeble precipitan- 
cy of age: they agreed notto difturb 
him, and only took the advantage 
of the rock which projected over 
his cell to fhelter themiclves from 
the fun: butthey had not long con- 
tinued in this fituation, before the 
hermit, perceiving them to be inof- 
fenfive travellers, invited them into 

5 cave. 
mS You will excufe,” faid the 
hoary fage, the caution of years: 
<< thefe mountains are not fecure 
‘«¢ from the ravage of human fero- 
«* city ; and thefe grey hairs wouid 
“< be no defence from the wanton 
“* cruelty of man. I have fuffered 
*s {> much from my own {fpecies, 
«¢ that I have at laft forfaken their 
“< fociety: I thought it better to 
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& sive up the conveniencies of it 
<< than to bear the evils: andl have 
es 


long lived in this folitary cave, 
<* on nothing more than what un- 
<< cultivated nature would afford 
«© me.”? ** Thofe fufferings.” faid 
«¢ the Mefopotamian, ‘* muft, in- 
deed, have been extraordinary, 
‘«¢ that could make you give up one 
«* of the greateft advantages of life, 
‘< the focial intercourfe of your fel- 
‘s low creatures.” ** The narratives 
of age,” replied the hermit, ‘* 
are feldom agreeable to youth: 
but as inflruétion can be gained 
only from experience, you will do 
wilely tolearn it fromthe misfor- 
‘* tunes of ABBAS.” 
[To fe continued. | 
A Method for ~ oying Caterpillars on 


Ves. 
7 AKE a chaffing-difh with light- 
A ed charchoal, and throwing 
fome pinches of brimftone in pow- 
der on the coals, hold it under the 
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branches that are loaded with Ca- 
terpillars. The vapours of the {ul- 
phur, which is mortal to thofe in- 
fects, will not only deftroy all that 
are onthe tree, butalfo prevent it 
from being infefted by them after- 
wards. Apoundof fulphur will 
cleara great extent of ground. 


Method to difcover poifonous Mufeles. 
pur a fhilling into the veffel with 


the mufcles, and let it continue 
therein while they are over the fire; 
and when they are removed, take out 
the fhilling, and ifit continues of a 
bright colour, there is no poifon ; 
but if it is tinged of a black or dark 
hue, it is ademonftration that Cop- 
peras is the caufe thereof, and of 
the mufcles being bred on a Coppe- 
ras-bed ; and therefore, fueh muf- 
cles: are poifoned and unfit for 
ufe. 

By this eafy experiment, the dif 
mal effects of eating poifoned muf- 
cles may be prevented. 

N. B. The rows of thefe mufcles 


are moft poifonous. 


Inflance of a very fingular Charge 
made to their Guefts, by the In- 


keepers of Wareum in Holland. 


r. Huet Bifhopof Avranches, tra- 
velling with another Gentleman 
thro’ Holland, experienced at War- 
cum what he had often heard, 
but always looked upon as an im- 
probable and ridiculous fiction, viz. 
that the inn keepers there charge 

their guefts not only for what the 
eat and drink, but alfo for the noife 
they make. For when their land- 
lord brought in his bill, they found 
he had put down in it the barking of 
their little dog, and the laughter of 
their wagsifh fervant; and on 
their laughing ftill more at this, ae 
intended merely for a joke, the cho- 
leric hoft was much enraged, and 
calling to his afliftance fome neigh- 
bouring Boors, his townfmen, of a 
ipantic make, and armed with 
san hatchets, he brought ‘them to 
his guelis, crying, See! here are 
fome who will oblige thefe fhameful 
Frenchmen to pay theirlawful debts. 
Upon this M. Huet, &c. chofe ra- 

baer to’pay than to fighr. 

: Defeription 
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Some Account of the Perfian Poets. 


Defcription of the Habits of the Per- 
fran Poets, Sc. as represented in 
the plate. 


Oefie is highly efteemed in Perfia ; for 
in moit places, are many Siaers or 
poets, which compofe verfes in writing, 
but extempore, which they recite publick- 
ly in the Maidan, or market place, or in 
a houfe of entertainment, for a fmall re- 
ward; and are often invited to great 
feafts by perfons of quality, to make their 
entertainment more folemn, by the re- 
hearfal of their poetical fancies, 

The King, as alfo the Chams, have each 
their own poets, which do not make them- 
felves common in the ftreet, but keep in 
their houfes, and make new verfes to 


271 
delight their lords ; and, if they chance te 
hit on a fubject pleafing to them, they are 
rewarded with great prefents. 

Thefe Poets differ from other people 
in their habits, for like the philofophers, 
they wear white under coats, open before, 
with broad wide fleeves, and a bag at 
their girdle, in which they carry their 
paper andinkhorn, their ftockings fhort, 
and their breeches run floping down to 
their feet. Inthe winter, they wear coats 
that hang down to their ancles ; but they 
never wear turbands, only caps; thofe 
that ftand in the Afaidan or markets, 
tie A painted cloth about their bodies, 
which hangs over their right fhoulder and 
under their left arm, in which manner 
they read their poetry. 
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SELECT Ptgeces of Poerry. 


An Hymn to Spring. 
Ovely beauty-breathing Spring, 
Waving fott thy balmy wing ;, 
Faireft glory of the year! 
On our longing plains appear, 
Sweet infpirer of my fong ! 
On a fun-beam glide along ; 
Shedding round, in mingled fhowers 
Verdant herbs and fragrant flowers, 
See the lovely nymph appears, 
And a crown of rofes wears; 
Pinks and lilies mix’d are feen 
On her robe of flowing green. 
Welcome, welcome to thefe plains ! 
Welcome to the longing fwains ! 
Thee with ravith’d voice I fing, 
Bounteous all reviving Spring ! 
Now the mornings fairer rife ; 
Gayer light now gilds the fkies : 
Now a gentle whifp’ring gale 
Softly fteals aiong the vale: 
Now the hufbandmen prepare 
To improve the coming year, 
Flinging free the gen’rous grain, 
Hoping pieafure, bearing pain, 
Living verdure clothes the hills ; 
Wild along the cryftal rills 
Gilliflowers and daifies fpring, 
And invite the mufe to fing. 
There the fpreading bloffom fee, 
Burfling forth from every tree ! 
Mufic wakes throughout the grove; 
Allis harmony and love, 
Pouring forth their am’rous fong, " 
Hear the tuneful feather’d throng, 
Perch’d on ev’ry blooming fpray, 
Swell the fweetly dying lay! 


Lowing herds, and bleating flocks, 
O’re the dales and mofiy rocks, 

As with gladden‘d hearts they range, 
Speak all nature’s grateful change. 


Friendly Adviceto a gay young Lady 


fF WELIA, thou fair coquet, attend, 
And once to truth inciine thine 
ear 
One moment liften to a friend, 
A friend that dares to be fincere, 
While ogling, fporting, flutt’ring, fhining 
Amidit the bowing tribe you roam, 
Unbounded conquefts ftill defigning, 
Still planning worlds of joy to come ¢ 
While you, the charm of ev'ry eye, 
The lovely theme of ev'ry tongue, 
Infpire around the tender figh, 
Or wake fweet flatt’ry’s firen fong : 
While fops with lavifh raptures court 
thee, 
And ev'ry blooming charm adore 5 
Think, Delia, think what fhall confole 
thee 
When thefe bright charms fhall bloom 
no more, 
When all thy lilies fhall decline, 
And all thy rofes,ceafe to glow 3 
Vhen ev’n thofe eyes fhail ceafe to fhine 
And wrinkles mark that polifh’d brow. 
Old age, my Delia, comes apace : 
Scorn the wild ardors ‘ops pretend 5 
Believe me, woman’: trucft praiie, 
Is to {ecure a cordial friend. 
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Then while improving ev'ry feature 
With all the various toils of art, 

© learn the graces of good nature 
Improve the virtues of the heart. 


Believe me folly foon deftroys 
The magic charm of beauty’s eyes : 
Soon droop the unfupported joys, 
And foon the fair inchantment dies, 


Good fenfe alone, and virtue’s charms, 
Can fix the heart which beauty fires, 
And friendfhip ftill the bofom warms, 
When Love’s fhort fleeting blaze 
expires, 


True elegance and tafte refin’d, 
The temper fteady, mild, ferene, 
The feeling foul th’ enlighten’ d mind, 
Preferve entire the happy fcene, 


Endow’d with thefe, old age defy, 
And to fome friendly bofom fly ; 

Happy one worthy breaft to fire, 
And on that bofom to expire, 


The Lion and other BEASTS: 
Fable. 


NE time a mighty plague did pefter 
All beafts domeftic and fylvefter, 

The Doétors all in concert join’d, 
To fee if they the caufe cou’d find ; 
And try’d a world of remedies, 
But none cou'd conquer the difeafe, 
The Lion in this confternation, 
Sends out his royal proclamation, 
To ail his loving fubjeéts greeting, 
Appointing them a folemn meeting : 
And when they’re gather’d round his den, 
He fpoke, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
{ hope you’re met full of the fenfe 
Of this devouring peftilence : 
For fure fuch heavy punifhment 
On common crimes is rarely fent : 
It muft be fome important caufe, 
Some great infraction of the laws, 
Then let us fearch our confciences 
And ev’ry one his faults confefs : 
Let’s judge from biggeft to the leaft, 
‘That he that is the fouleft beaft 
May for a facrifice be giv’n, 
To ftop the wrath of angry heav’n ; 
And fince no one is free from fin, 
I with myfelf will firft begin, 





Secect Preces of Portrry. 


I have done many a thing that’s ill, 

From a propenfity to kill, 

Slain many an Ox, and what is worfe, 

Have murder’d many a gallant Horfe ; 

Robb’d woods and fens, and like a glut- 
ton, 

Devour’d whole fiocks of Lamb and Mut- 


ton 
Nay fenetieaet, for I dare not lie, 
The Shepherd went for company. 
He had gone on, but Chanceiler Fox 
Stands up; what fignifies an Ox ? 
What fignifies a Horfe ? fuch things 
Are honour’d when made fport for 


Kings. 
Then for the fheep, thofe foolifh cat- 
tle, 
Not fit for carriage or for battle, ; 
And being tolerable meat, 
‘They’re good for nothing but to eat, 
The thepherd too, your enemy, 
Deferves no better deftiny. 
Sir, Sir, your confcience is too nice, 
Hunting’s a princely exercife, 
And thefe being all your fubje&ts born; 
Juft when you pleafe are to be torn. 
And, Sir, if this wili not content ye, 
We’ ii vote it nemine contradicente. 
Thus after him they all confefs, 
They had been rogues, fome more, fome 
lefs : 
And yet by little flight excufes 
They all got clear of great abufes. 
The Bear, the Tyger, beafts of fight, 
And all that could but fcratch or bite ; 
Nay e’cn the Cat of wicked nature, 
That kills in {port her fellow creature, 
Went {cot free; but his Gravity, 
An Afs of ftupid memory, 
Confefs'd ith’ road to Tunbridge- 


fair, 
back half broke with 
ware, 

Chancing unluckily to pafs, 

By a church-yard full of good grafs ; 

Finding they’d open left the gate, 

He ventur’d in, ftcop’d down and 
eat, 

Hold faid Judge Wolf, thefe are the 
crimes 

Have brought upon us thefe fad times, 

Tis Sacriledge, and this vile Afs, 

Shall die for eating holy grafs, 


His wooder 


any 





